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A project led by the NRM Biosecurity 
Unit of the Department of Water, Land 
and Biodiversity Conservation (DWLBC), 
in association with Regional Natural Re-
sources Management Boards, is currently 
underway to establish a statewide Alert 
Weed program. Recent support from the 
Complementary State NRM Program has 
helped to fund a series of four regional 
training workshops (June 2009) and the 
development of a pocket fi eld guide for 
identifi cation of Alert Weeds (WEEDeck). 

The Alert Weed program is helping to 
deliver specifi c requirements in the State 
NRM Plan 2006 to prevent new pest spe-
cies from becoming established through 
early detection and reporting systems, and 
to respond rapidly to new incursions (see 
Milestone 4.1).

What are State Alert Weeds?
State Alert Weeds are invasive exotic plants 
declared under the Natural Resources Man-
agement Act 2004 that are not known to 
be in South Australia, or if present, occur 
in very low numbers and are able to be 
eradicated. An Alert Weed would pose a 
serious threat to our primary industries, 
natural environments or human health if 
it became established in this State. State 
Alert Weeds are listed in Table 1.

Alert Weeds are high priority targets in 
an early detection and rapid response sys-
tem for new exotic plant incur-
sions. A State alert plan is being 
developed to help coordinate 
the key activities of surveil-
lance, reporting, identifi cation, 
risk assessment and emergency 
rapid response for new incur-
sions, including Alert Weeds. 
This plan recognizes that with-
out an effective means to detect 
and identify invasive plants, 
early intervention is often not 
possible.

The designation of Alert 
Weeds is an important means 
of priority setting for directing 
regional and statewide weed 
surveillance activities. 

An Alert Weed program fo-
cuses on the early intervention 
phase of the biosecurity contin-
uum of risk management activi-
ties. This is illustrated in Figure 
1, which shows the appropriate 
risk management activities in 
relation to the abundance of a 
particular pest or disease. Alert 

Weeds have not yet reached the ‘rapid 
expansion’ phase, prior to which eradica-
tion is feasible and cost effective.

Where and how to look for Alert 
Weeds
Effort should focus on places 
where there is the highest like-
lihood of fi nding high-priority 
weed targets (important path-
ways) or high-value resources 
at potential risk. Systematic 
searching is most suitable for 
areas identifi ed as likely path-
ways for incursions of specifi c 
weeds, of high value (e.g. con-
servation areas) or vulnerable to 
the impacts of new incursions. 
In areas where it is unclear 
where new weeds will appear, 
and therefore where to search, 
it may be more effective to en-
courage the reporting of casual 
sightings through a weed spot-
ters network.

Regional planning by NRM 
Boards can help to identify 
target species (including State 
Alert Weeds), high-risk path-
ways of weed entry, vulner-
able sites, and to determine 
appropriate surveillance strate-
gies.

A new pictorial brochure ‘Declared 
Plants of South Australia: Are they on your 
land?’ includes 12 of the State Alert Weeds. 
A series of fact sheets are being prepared 
by DWLBC for each State Alert Weed to 
provide information on key identifying 
features, preferred habitats, and impacts. 
Various regional NRM Boards also have 
published information on pest plants in-
cluding regional and State alert species. 
The DWLBC website will be updated in 
the near future to include information on 
Alert species.

Parthenium hysterophorus, a State Alert 
Weed (Photo: Qld Dept of Employment, 
Economic Development and Innovation).
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Table 1. SA Alert Weeds (July 2009).
Scientifi c name Common name Group

Alternanthera philoxeroides* alligator weed aquatic
Egeria densa leafy elodea aquatic
Eichhornia crassipes water hyacinth aquatic

Equisetum spp. horsetail aquatic

Gymnocoronis spilanthoides Senegal tea plant aquatic

Hydrocotyle ranunculoides hydrocotyle aquatic
Lagarosiphon major lagarosiphon aquatic
Myriophyllum spicatum Eurasian water 

milfoil
aquatic

Sagittaria montevidensis arrowhead aquatic

Salvinia spp.* salvinia aquatic
Stratiotes aloides water soldier aquatic
Trapa natans water caltrop aquatic
Ludwigia peruviana primrose willow semi-aquatic

Cuscuta spp.1 dodders parasite

Orobanche spp.2 broomrapes parasite

Parkinsonia aculeata* parkinsonia prickle bush

Prosopis spp.* mesquite prickle bush
Achnatherum caudatum broad-kernel 

espartillo
stipoid grass

Jarava plumosa plumerillo stipoid grass
Nassella hyalina cane needlegrass stipoid grass
Nassella tenuissima Mexican 

feathergrass
stipoid grass

Nassella trichotoma* serrated tussock stipoid grass
Cortaderia jubata jubata grass tall grass
Cortaderia richardii toetoe tall grass
Parthenium hysterophorus* parthenium 

weed
terrestrial herb

1 C. epithymum; C. europaea; C. indecora (large-seeded dodder); 
C. planifl ora (small-seeded alfalfa dodder or red dodder). 
2 O. cernua; O. cumana; O. aegyptiaca; O. ramosa.
* Weed of National Signifi cance.
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